
1 of 4 

�

�����������	
�����
	����������������
����
�����	�������������������	��

 

 
Editorial  

  
Welcome to the first Newsletter of the 
Costa Blanca Bird Club. It’s been a long 
time coming, and I apologise for that, but 
Spanish wheels grind even slower. 
This newsletter will I hope, inform you of 
club activities, help you with information on 
our local birding sites, and I hope, entertain 
you a little. 
Any suggestions, comments or dare I say, 
criticisms will be gratefully received. 
Please be gentle with me. 
                                               Brian. C. 
 
Costa Blanca Bird Club - Our Aims  

 
To provide ;- 
 
�� Regular field-trips at various points in 

the area, led by experienced 
ornithologists.  
 

�� A website, providing news of recent 
sightings, up & coming events, etc. 
 

�� A  four-monthly bulletin with news and 
features.  
 

�� A point for submitting sightings of rare  
species seen within our area. 
 

�� An annual report of all birds recorded in 
the Costa Blanca area.  
 

�� A forum for discussion and assistance 
as required. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Costa Blanca Birding Sites  

 
The Clot de Galveney  
 
The Clot (meaning 'depression', or 
something like that in Valenciano) is 
situated between the busy N332 coast road 
between El Altet and Santa Pola, and the 
coast. Here the 
coast road runs 
along the beach 
southwards from 
the resort of 
Arenales, and, just 
before the steep 
climb up to Gran 
Alacant, you can take a right, and find 
yourself adjacent to the visitor centre of the 
reserve, where there is an ample picnic 
area and parking space, and from where a 
nature trail is laid out.  
 
It may be best to drive a little way inland 
along the same road, and park where there 
is an obvious gap in the fence. From here 
you can walk to the right and obtain access 
to two hides. One overlooks the excellent 
Charco de Contacto, which has resident 
Purple Gallinule , and is often host to 
Marbled & White-headed Ducks  as well 
as many other species. The other one is 
much newer, and it is hoped the pool will 
attract waders – this remains to be seen. 
 
The whole area around here is covered in 
good scrub, which attracts many small 
birds, and Wryneck and Iberian Green 
Woodpecker  are frequent. Walking either 
left or straight on leads you into a well sign-
posted four kilometre circuit of the whole 
reserve – a fine walk, especially in spring, 
when you may well see Rufous Bushchat 
and other rare species. A lot depends upon 
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water levels, which in turn depend upon 
rainfall, but there is 
permanent water at 
some points – these 
are the best places 
to see White-
headed Duck . 
 
 

 
Field Trip Reports  

 
September 2008 - Santa Pola, El Pinet, 
La Mata and El Clot  
 
Our first meeting of the 2008-09 season 
might well have been a washout, as the 
forecast was not good, but the gods were 
on our side as we all met on the Salinas at 
Santa Pola under grey skies. 23 members 
were on parade and after 15 minutes or so 
looking at Flamingos, Great Crested 
Grebes, Yellow Legged  and Black Headed 
Gulls we moved on to El Pinet, and a very 
nice and expensive board walk, which leads 
to a very nice hide. Good views of Slender 
Billed Gulls, Avocets, Black tailed Godwits, 

Southern Grey 
Shrike, three or 
four Collared 
Pratincoles and a 
lone Audouins  
Gull 
accompanied by 
Kentish Plover 
made this a quite 

enjoyable stop. On the way back to the car 
park, Stilts, Sandwich Terns, Red Shanks 
and Black Tailed Godwits were seen, along 
with Swallow, Little Egret and Kentish 
Plover. 
 
A twenty minute drive saw us at La Mata 
Lagoon with a Crested Lark the first bird 
seen. A short walk to the Observation 
Tower gave us our first view of a summer 
plumage Grey Plover, ringed Plover and 
Chiff Chaff in the trees. Black necked 
Grebes were on the water and Common 
Swifts flew overhead. A small flock of Gold 

finches greeted us as we walked to the 
nearby hide, where we had a much better 
view of the beautiful Grey Plover, along with 
Little Stint, dunlin, Shell Duck, Heron and 
Slender Billed Gull. But the bird of the day 
was undoubtedly the Pectoral Sandpiper 
seen amongst the 
Dunlin. Kestrel, 
Wood Pigeon, 
and Hoopoe 
completed this 
part of the day. 
 
A quick visit across the Vista Bella fields 
revealed very little. A Marsh Harrier and two 
or three large Raptors ( unidentified ) saw 
us on our way to Santa Pola and a very 
acceptable lunch at Rober’s, followed by a 
visit to The Clot de Galvany and a walk in 
the rain to the first hide, which only gave us 
Coot, Moorhen and Black headed Gull, but 
the next hide was better with Water Rail, 
Mallard, Teal, Collared Dove, Common 
Sandpiper, Red Rumped Swallow, Little 
Grebe, and White Headed Duck. With a 
Willow Warbler and a Green Woodpecker 
showing, on the way back to our cars, it 
finished off a very enjoyable day, and a 
good start to the season. 
 
The Pectoral Sandpiper seen at La Mata 
lagoon is worth another mention, being one 
of only 42 birds seen on the Iberian 
Peninsular as this report was written.  
Breeding in North America from Alaska to 
Hudson bay, and in Northern Siberia on the 
edge of the Arctic Circle. Both populations 
migrate thousands of miles south for the 
winter. It may be that the birds found in 
Spain were blown across the Atlantic while 
making for South America, or blown West 
from Siberia. We will never know. 
 
October 2008 - Pego Marshes and the 
Cabo de San Antonio  
 
After a lot of bad weather the week before, 
we were all surprised to arrive at Pego in 
warm sunshine. The threat of rain perhaps 
kept the numbers down to a very 
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manageable 15. We all met at the usual 
place on the marshes, with Julian Sykes 
our leader for the mornings birding. 

 
Before we left the 
marshes for San 
Antonio we put 
Kingfisher, Black 
Headed Gull, Little 
and Cattle Egret, 
Grey Heron, Coot 

and Moorhen on our list. 
 
During the ride to the Cabo a stop was 
made to see a small colony of Monk 
Parakeets on the promenade in Denia, 
along with House Sparrow, Spotless 
Starling, Collared Dove and a Great Grey 
Shrike. A bijou stroll at the Cabo at first 
appeared to be quite birdless, with just a 
few Gulls out on the sea, a Robin and one 
or two Crag Martins. But on the way back to 
the car park a Sparrow Hawk put in a 
fleeting appearance, along with a Sardinian 
Warbler.  
 
Then a great fly past by a Peregrine Falcon 
cheered everybody up, along with Black 
Redstart, Stonechat, Song Thrush, Swallow 
and a few Shags feeding in the Harbour 
below. A blue Rock Thrush, Northern 
Wheatear and a Thekla Lark completed our 
morning and we all headed back to the 332 
for a most acceptable lunch, before 
spending the afternoon on a walk around 
the Marshes. 
 
Mosquitoes were out in force, and some 
members suffered as we walked through 
the reed beds. Our raptor count grew with 
Marsh Harrier, a couple of Booted Eagles 
and a magnificent Honey Buzzard that 
circled overhead.  
 
A huge flock of Goldfinches kept ahead of 
us as we walked along, then stopped to 
admire Ruff, Great White Egret, Glossy 
Ibis, Purple Heron, Purple Swamp Hen and 
Common Sandpiper. A Squacco Heron flew 
quite close and a Kestrel hovered 

overhead. A Hoopoe, a Dunlin and A very 
nice Tree Sparrow concluded our second 
trip of the season. All that was left was the 
long journey back down the motorway. 
 
November 2008- San Pedro del Pinitar  
And the Mar Menor.  
 
Our third trip of the season took us to the 
South of the Province, along the edge of 
the Mar Menor. Twenty one of us met at 
San Pedro, on a sunny morning, and we 
got straight into the birds, with two beautiful 
Spoonbills feeding just in front of us, 
accompanied by Slender Billed Gulls and 
Grey Plover. A stroll to the beach gave us a 
Fan Tailed Warbler, Redshank, goldfinch, 
greenfinch and Spotless Starling. Great 
Crested Grebe and Cormorant were out on 
the water.  
 
A short ride to an area of scrubland, 
brought forth a Bluethroat, Dartford and 
Sardinian Warblers, Booted Eagle and 
Marsh Harrier. Two Stone Curlew flew 
across our bows, and at least two Southern 
Grey Shrikes sat on nearby bushes. Serin, 
Meadow Pipit and Buzzard completed our 
short walk.  
 
Continuing our habit of taking our members 
to all the best sites, We went to the local 
sewage works. Shoveler, Common, green 
and Wood Sandpipers showed well, and a 
nice Blacked Necked Grebe fed on a 
nearby reservoir. A great White Egret and 
Sandwich Tern were seen on the way to 
lunch, which was superb and lasted more 
than two hours, by which time we had to 
call it a day, with some of us just having 
enough time to call in at La Mata lagoon. 
Dunlin, Sanderling, Little Stint and a Green 
Woodpecker 
finished our day, 
as the light gave 
out. Sixty one 
species were 
seen on the day, 
our best count 
so far. 
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The Birder’s Code  

 
�� Avoid disturbing birds - birds come first 

 
�� Be an ambassador for bird watching 

 
�� Know the rules for visiting the 

countryside 
 

�� Be careful of passing on news of rare 
birds in the breeding season 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Useful Websites 

 
www.rarebirdsspain.net 
 
www.naturealicante.com 
 
www.seo-alicante.org 
 
www.iberianature.com 
 
www.wild-spain.com 
 
www.surfbirds.com 
 
Insurance 

 
It may well be superfluous to point out that 
the Costa Blanca Bird Club, as an entity, 
carries no insurance cover for its field trips.  
Therefore, any personal injury which may 
be incurred on any of our outings, due to an 
accident of any kind, whether on foot or in a 
motor vehicle, is the sole responsibility of 
the person concerned.       The committee.                                                          

Planned Field Trips - Spring 2009 

 
�� 14th January    - Plains of Petrola 

 
�� 12th February   - Santa Pola and  

   Crevillente 
 

�� 11th March        - Alcoy and Font Roja.  
 

�� 15th April           - Sierra de Espuna.  
 

�� 14th May           -  Island of Tabarca. 
 

� 16th June          -  Pego (may change) 
 
 
Committee Members  
 

 
President - Malcolm Palmer,  
 
 
 
Junior V. P. - Julian Sykes 
 
 
 
Field Trip Officer - Brian 
Conduit 
 
 
 
Treasurer - Fran Vickers,  
 
 
 
Club Secretary - Pete Alden 
 
 
 
 
Bird Guide - Barry Chambers 
 
 

 
Membership 

 
Annual Membership only 20 euros per 
household.  


